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1. NAME OF CURRICULUM

Doctor of Philosophy Program in Buddhist Studies

2. NAME OF DEGREE

Full name: Doctor of Philosophy (Buddhist Studies) 

Abbreviation: Ph. D. (Buddhist Studies)

3. RESPONSIBLE UNIT

Graduate School

International Buddhist College

4. RATIONALE, PHILOSOPHY, AND OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM

4.1 Rationale of the Program

This world is economically and technologically driven. In the increasingly 

materialistic world, there is a growing realization of the need and demand to strike for 

a balance in spiritual and physical growth. In this scientifically and information-

driven world, conventional religious teachings, religious dogma and blind faith no 

longer command the level of attention and respect as in the past if they do not tie in 

with the latest in scientific development and findings. Buddhism, the only religion in 

the world that has withstood the challenges of science time and time again, has gained 

popularity and faith worldwide in solving human conflicts of both internal and 

external nature. There is a shortage of Buddhist institutions of learning and trained 

professionals to transmit the teachings of Buddha.

Thailand is one of the few countries in the world where there are Buddhist 

universities established solely to train Buddhist professionals among the monks, nuns 

and laity, to promote Buddhist teachings and offer degrees in Buddhist studies. 

International Buddhist College is just about the only one existing Buddhist College in 

Thailand that offers graduate and post-graduate programs in Buddhist Studies in two 

languages, English and Chinese language, the two languages spoken by more than 

75% of the world population. The choice of the lingua francas for teaching and 

communicating teachings of Buddha at IBC is significant in that IBC aims to extend 

the peace-embracing Buddhist teachings and philosophy to the biggest possible 

proportion of the world population for it operates on the motto, “for the good of 

many”, the very reason Buddha commenced and tirelessly expounded his teachings 

for forty-five years until his Parinirvana.
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In its drive to cure the world's ills, Buddhist organizations continue to grow and 

expand. These include Buddhist institutions of learning, welfare and benevolent 

organizations, in addition to the growing number of nunneries and monasteries 

established worldwide. These institutions need the service of Buddhist-trained and 

educated professionals in management and other levels. Academic institutions, in 

particular, need more doctoral graduates to fill in the teaching, managerial and 

planning posts. In realizing this demand, IBC therefore proposes to run and operate 

the doctoral program in Buddhist Studies to produce the right professionals to meet 

this demand in the market.

4.2 Philosophy of the Curriculum

The basic philosophy of the doctoral degree in Buddhist Studies rests on the premise 

that graduates of the program will serve humanity in their useful employment as 

ethically upright professionals in the academic field or Buddhist-based welfare 

organizations and benevolent society or as Buddhist missionaries. They should be 

able to:

4.2.1 instruct students at the Bachelor's level, Master's level, as well as the 

Doctor's level in Buddhist studies of all major traditions.

4.2.2 conduct research in Buddhist studies and related fields;

4.2.3 be effective missionaries in the increasingly complex demanding 

world.

4.2.4 be ambassadors of world peace wherever they serve.

4.3 Purposes of the curriculum

The curriculum on Doctor of Philosophy (Buddhist Studies) is intended to produce 

professionals properly trained and qualified in the following areas:

4.3.1 qualified to conduct quality and scholarly research in Buddhist 

Studies and their applications in solving issues confronting humanity 

and in promoting world peace;

4.3.2 qualified to serve and contribute to humanity as researchers, 

professionals in managerial and other responsible executive positions 

to help develop and shape the growth of Buddhist and other social 

welfare organizations to meet the needs of the day;

4.3.3 qualified to teach in the field of Buddhist Studies and Philosophy;

4.3.4 ethical and responsible to the society and their professions.
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4.4 Objectives

The objectives of IBC in offering doctoral program in Buddhist Studies are as 

enumerated below:

4.4.1 to make full use of IBC's facilities and resource to train graduates for 

mastery in Buddhist teachings and sound research methodology 

necessary in analyzing and presenting the relevance, currency and 

applications of Buddhist teachings in the analyses of the issues and 

missionary works in the increasingly complex and turbulent world of 

today;

4.4.2 to develop competent academic professionals and scholars in 

Buddhist Studies and other related fields (philosophy, cultures and 

literature) of the three major traditions (Theravãda, Mahãyãna and 

Vajrayana traditions);

4.4.3 to prepare graduates for a career path in academic pursuit, teaching 

and propagation of Buddhism;

4.4.4 to help graduates master the knowledge and practices of Buddhism 

for academic scholarship, teaching and practice of Buddhism, 

distinguished in the theory and applications of Buddhist teachings, as 

competent scholars and missionaries for the propagation of 

Buddhism, and in so doing, to help promote world peace and 

harmony.

4.4.5 to train Buddhist monks, nuns and laity to be successful 

communicators of the timeless and universal teachings of Buddha;

4.4.6 to promote Buddhist moral and ethical values; and 

4.4.7 to train graduates for lifelong learning and research to enlarge the 

frontier of knowledge.
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5. COMMENCEMENT OF Ph. D. PROGRAM 

November, 2007.

6. ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

 6.1 Educational qualification:

Holders of Master's degree or equivalent, with good academic records (GPA 

of 3.5 or higher);

6.2 Academic background: Academic background in Buddhist Studies or other 

related fields is not absolutely essential but is an asset. Similarly, some 

working knowledge of Buddhist scriptural or text languages such as Pãli, 

Sanskrit, Chinese or Japanese helps.

6.3 Language requirement: Proficiency in the English language as indicated by a 

TOEFL score of at least 550 or equivalent score of an acceptable test is 

required for those who intend to take the program in English. An equivalent 

proficiency in Chinese language is essential for those intending to do the 

program in Chinese. Graduate Studies Committee for the Ph. D. Program may 

consider and waive this requirement for applicants who graduated from 

tertiary institutions where the teaching medium is either English or Chinese.

6.4 Applicants will be called for interviews and to sit for entrance qualifying 

examinations.

6.5 Candidates who do not meet all the above requirements in some exceptional 

circumstances (such as candidates with extensive work or research experience 

in related areas) will also be considered by the Graduate Studies Committee 

for the Ph. D. Program.

7. LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

The Ph. D. program is offered in two languages: English and Chinese languages. 

English and Chinese languages are used in instruction and writing dissertation. 

In addition to the proficiency in either the English or Chinese language, students are 

expected to have some good working knowledge of Buddhist scriptural or text 

languages such as Pãli or Sanskrit or Japanese or a non-Thai foreign language 

recommended or approved by the Graduate Studies Committee.
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8. DURATION OF STUDY

In accordance with the standard criteria of graduate program set by the Ministry of 

Education, the maximum period for the completion of the Ph. D. program is eight 

(08) academic years or 16 regular semesters for a candidate holding a Master's 

degree.

9. PROGRAM CURRICULUM

I. Number of credits for the Ph. D. Program

This program is offered to candidates holding a Master's degree. 

A student holding a Master's degree is required to complete 48 credits for the 

Ph. D. Program.

II. Plans of Study

The two main plans of study offered for this Ph. D. program are in accord 

with the standard criteria for graduate programs stipulated by the Ministry of 

Education in 2005. This Ph. D. Program is proposed to be offered to Master's 

degree holder for a start. The plans of study offered are:

a. Plan of Study Type 1. focusing on research leading to creation of new 

knowledge and findings.

Plan of Study Type 1.1 is offered only to students holding Master's 

degree. This plan is totally research-based where a Master's degree 

holder is required to write a dissertation equivalent to 48 credit hours.

b. Plan of Study Type 2 focusing on high quality research that enhances 

academic and professional advancement with the requirement for 

course work as follows:

Plan of Study Type 2.1 is for Master's degree holder who is required 

to complete 12 credit hours of course work and a dissertation 

equivalent to 36 credit hours for a total of 48 credit hours.

III. Curriculum Structure

For students holding a Master's degree, two options are offered:

a. Plan of Study Type 1.1: 48-credit dissertation only. 

b. Plan of Study Type 2.1: as follows

Particular credits
a. Core courses 09 credits
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b. Elective course 03 credits
c. Dissertation 36 credits
Total 48 credits

I. Plan of Study Type 1.1 for Students holding Master's degree

a. No course work required

b. Dissertation = 48 credits

II. Plan of Study Type 2.1 Coursework and dissertation

a. Coursework (12 credits)

• three required courses of 3 credits each (total of 9 credits)

• one elective course of 3 credits' worth (total of 3 credits).

b. Dissertation (36 credits)

9.1 Course Code

Letters:

PE: Ph. D. level course given in English medium

PC: Ph. D. level course given in Chinese medium

Numbers:

790-799: Taught courses other than disciplines of Buddhist Studies

811-830: Taught courses on various disciplines Buddhist Studies

911: 48-credit Dissertation (for Plan of Study Type 1.1)

912: 36-credit Dissertation (for Plan of Study Type 2.1)

9.2 Courses and Seminars

9.2.1 Required courses (for Study Plan Type 2.1)

a. PE811/PC811 Theravãda Buddhism (3 credits)

b. PE812/PC812 Mahãyãna Buddhism (3 credits)

c. PE813/PC813 History of Indian Buddhism (3 credits)

9.2.2 Elective courses (for Study Plan Type 2.1)

a. PE799/PC799 Research Methodology, Ethics and Writing Skills (3 

credits);

b. PE814/PC814 Critical Readings in Pãli Texts (3 credits);

c. PE815/PC815 Critical Readings in Sanskrit Texts (3 credits);

d. PE816/PC816 Critical Readings in Chinese Texts (3 credits); 
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e. PE817/PC817 Critical Readings in Tibetan Texts (3 credits); 

f. PE818/PC818 Special Topic 1(3 credits);

g. PE819/PC819 Special Topic 2 (3 credits); 

h. PE820/PC820 Special Topic 3 (3 credits); 

i. PE821/PC821 Special Topic 4 (3 credits).

9.2.3 Dissertation

a. PE911/PC911 48-credit dissertation (for Study Plan Type 1.1)

b. PE912/PC912 36-credit dissertation (for Study Plan Type 2.1)

9.2.4 Seminar presentation

Seminars are held during each semester where progress and findings 

in research by students and faculty are presented. All students are 

required to participate in these seminars to help them develop their 

communication and research skills and learning in general. These 

seminars are non-credit seminars.

9.3 Study Schedule or plan

The minimum residency requirements are two and a half years or five 

semesters.

Study Plan Types 1.1 and 2.1

Plan of Study Type 1.1 Plan of Study Type 2.1
1. First Semester 1. First Semester

Submission of outline of
Research Topic and Plan
Qualifying Examination

PE811/PC811 Theravãda 
Buddhism 3 credits

PE911/PC911 research toward
Dissertation

6 credits
PE812/PC812 Mahãyãna
Buddhism

3 credits

Seminar presentation
PE813/PC813 History of
Indian Buddhism

3 credits
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2. Second Semester 2. Second Semester

PE911/PC911 Research toward 
dissertation

12 credits

PE799/PC799 Research
Methodology and Writing
Skills; OR

3 credits

PE814/PC814 Critical
Readings in Pãli Texts; OR

3 credits

PE815/PC815 Critical Readings 
in Sanskrit Texts; OR 3 credits

PE816/PC816 Critical Readings 
in Chinese Texts; OR

3 credits

PE817/PC817 Critical Readings 
in Tibetan Texts; OR

3 credits

PE818/PC818 Special Topic 1;
OR

3 credits

PE819/PC819 Special Topic 2;
OR

3 credits

PE820/PC820 Special Topic 3; 
OR

3 credits

PE821/PC821 Special Topic 4 3 credits

Qualifying Exam

Submission of Outline of
Research Topic and Plan

3. Third Semester 3. Third Semester
Plan of Study Type 1.1 Plan of Study Type 2.1

PE911/PC911 Research toward 
dissertation

12 credits
PE912/PC912 12-credit
research toward dissertation

12 credits

Seminar presentation Seminar presentation

4.  Fourth Semester 4.  Fourth Semester

PE911/PC911 Research 
toward dissertation

12 credits
PE912/PC912 12-credit
research toward dissertation

12 credits

Seminar presentation Seminar presentation

5. Fifth Semester 5. Fifth Semester

PE911/PC911 Research toward 
dissertation

6 credits
PE912/PC912 12-credit
research toward dissertation

12 credits

Seminar presentation Seminar presentation
Total 48 redits Total 48 credits
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9.4 Course Descriptions

PE799/PC799 Research Methodology, Ethics and Writing Skills 3 (3-0) 

The course will cover methods and methodologies used in religious studies, 

and may require students to do a project on analysing Buddhist literature in 

various languages and from various sources. Topics in research methodology 

include ethics, objectives of the research, formulating the problem or issues, 

design and planning of research, data collection (qualitative and quantitative) 

and analyses, research report writing and presentation in writing and orally. 

Writing and presentation skills would also be analysed using selected journal 

articles.

PE811/PC811 Theravãda Buddhism 3 (3-0)

Critical and comparative study and analyses of the development of Buddhist 

concepts and doctrines as found in the Pãli Canon will be the major focus of 

the course.

PE812/PC812 Mahãyãna Buddhism 3 (3-0)

The course focuses on analytical and critical studies of the origin and 

development of Mahãyãna Buddhism from India to its present day 

modernism; and the philosophical systematizations of the major schools such 

as the Madhyamaka and Yogãcãra schools.

PE813/PC813 History of Indian Buddhism 3 (3-0)

The course examines the origin of Indian Buddhism and its background in 

India; its fall and the rise of Mahãyãna and its contribution to the 

development of Chinese and Tibetan Buddhism.

PE814/PC814 Critical Readings in Pãli Texts 3 (3-0)

Particular Pãli texts are selected for critical reading and analyses and these 

are generally relevant to the students' dissertation topics.

PE815/PC815 Critical Readings in Sanskrit Texts 3 (3-0)

Particular Sanskrit texts are selected for critical reading and analyses and are 
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generally relevant to the students' dissertation topics.

PE816/PC816 Critical Readings in Chinese Texts 3 (3-0)

Particular Chinese texts are selected for critical reading and analyses and 

these are generally relevant to the students' dissertation topics.

PE817/PC817 Critical Readings in Tibetan Texts 3 (3-0)

Particular Tibetan texts are selected for critical reading and analyses and are 

generally relevant to the students' dissertation topics.

PE818/PC818 Special Topic 1 3 (3-0)

Special topic on Buddhist Studies offered from time to time.

PE819/PC819 Special Topic 2 3 (3-0)

Special topic on Buddhist Studies offered from time to time.

PE820/PC820 Special Topic 3 3 (3-0)

Special topic on Buddhist Studies offered from time to time.

PE821/PC821 Special Topic 3 3 (3-0)

Special topic on Buddhist Studies offered from time to time.

PE911/PC911 Dissertation (Study Plan 1.1) 48 (0-144)

Original research on a topic related to Buddhist Studies that is approved by 

the Graduate Studies Committee, conducted under the guidance and 

supervision of assigned Advisor. Dissertation should be around 80,000 words 

excluding bibliography and notes or up to 100,000 words including 

bibliography and notes as a general guide.

PE912/PC912 Dissertation (Study Plan 2.1) 36 (0-108)

Original research on a topic related to Buddhist Studies that is approved by 

the Graduate Studies Committee, conducted under the guidance and 

supervision of assigned Advisor. Dissertation should be around 65,000 words 

excluding bibliography and notes or up to 100,000 words including 

bibliography and notes as a general guide. 
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